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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: September 27, 2001
Meeting Time: 10:00 A.M.
Meeting Place: State House, 200 W. Washington

St., Room 233
Meeting City: Indianapolis, Indiana
Meeting Number: 2

Members Present: Sen. Potch Wheeler, Chairperson; Sen. John Waterman; Sen.
James Lewis; Sen. Larry Lutz; Rep. Denny Oxley; Rep. William
Friend; Rep. Jack Lutz; Rep. Michael Smith.

Members Absent: Sen. Johnny Nugent; Sen. Richard Young; Rep. James Bottorff,
Vice-Chairperson; Rep. Scott Mellinger.

The chairman called the meeting of the Water Resources Study Committee (the
"Committee") to order at 10:17 a.m. and introduced the members of the Committee. He
announced that while the Committee would be discussing a preliminary draft of proposed
legislation (PD 3222) concerning wells and well drillers, no votes would be taken today as
the Committee needed more information before acting. He then opened the floor for
discussion of the preliminary draft.

Travis Worl, Association of Indiana Counties, stated that after checking with local
officials, it appeared that the consensus was that enforcement of well drilling regulations
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can probably be best performed by local health departments. He expressed concern about
funding for any additional duties imposed on local officials as part of a permitting process
and pointed out that three state agencies (State Department of Health, Department of
Natural Resources, and Indiana Department of Environmental Management) are currently
involved in the permitting process. He suggested that all of the current statutes concerning
well drillers should be reviewed and cleaned up.

Krista Jones, Indiana Association of Water and Soil Conservancy Districts, testified
in support of competency testing and continuing education for well drillers.

Sandra Flour, Allen County Commissioners office, expressed general support for the
preliminary draft but noted concerns about staffing levels and funding that would be
needed to carry out enforcement activities at the local level. She urged the Committee to
look at ways to keep costs down.

John Aufderheide, a well driller from Indianapolis, noted that several counties
(including Hamilton, Marion, Hendricks, and Boone Counties) already have permitting
systems in place. He favors a state-wide licensing and permitting system as well as
continuing education.

Dan Mathis, Department of Natural Resources (DNR), stated that while well drillers and
pump installers both deal with taking water out of the ground, only well drillers are
licensed, so there are some inequities in the current system and there is also some cause
for concern about water safety. He said that DNR will continue to participate in these
discussions and is aware of the relevant fiscal issues and constraints. He also noted that
the State Department of Health will be taking part in future discussions of these issues.

In response to a question from the Committee as to who is called if a pump stops working,
Mark Bash, Division of Water, DNR, said that most of the time a well driller is called but
plumbers are also called sometimes.

In other business, Mike Neyer, Division of Water, DNR, discussed the cumbersome
nature of the current statutes concerning his division's enforcement process and its
administrative orders and hearings and noted that violations can continue unabated for
months or years. He urged the Committee to streamline the process so that violations can
be corrected more quickly. Mr. Neyer also discussed dam safety issues and suggested
that the current statute concerning dam safety and inspections should be clarified and
strengthened. He proposed that the frequency of dam inspections should vary, depending
on the degree of hazard presented by the dam (ranging from every two years for a high
hazard dam to every four years for a low hazard dam), that permitting language should be
added to the current statute, and that emergency action plans should also be submitted.

Pat Carroll, Indiana Department of Environmental Management, supported protection
of groundwater and noted that while public water systems are already extensively
regulated (including federal regulation of wells serving more than twenty-five people),
some refinements are needed. Pump installers should be added to the regulatory "loop."

Mr. Mathis, discussed the duties and training of conservation officers with respect to well
drilling activities. He noted that all conservation officers are trained to inspect well
installations and to determine whether an installation was carried out correctly. Mr. Mathis
noted that well inspection duties of DNR have been integrated into DNR's more general
enforcement duties. A discussion ensued between Mr. Mathis and members of the
Committee as to whether current law permits this integration of duties or specifically
requires three conservation officers to be dedicated exclusively to the administration of
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well inspections.

Vince Griffin, Indiana State Chamber of Commerce, presented a historical overview of
water shortages and droughts. He observed that the state is not adequately prepared for a
major drought, and that the Farm Bureau as well as the Chamber is in favor of updating
Indiana's water shortage plan.

Tom Bruns, Indianapolis Water Company, said that he was on the DNR staff during the
1988 drought, which was not the worst drought of the 20th century - for Indianapolis, the
worst drought of that century was in the early 1940's. He said that the state needs to
develop and update a better plan to cope with water supply problems and noted that some
areas will face shortages even in non-drought years. Low flow conflict issues also arise,
and power generators and irrigators also place demands on water supplies.

Jim Hebenstreit, DNR, noted that DNR has been meeting with IDEM, the State
Emergency Management Agency, and the Department of Agriculture to discuss how to
deal with droughts. He said that having a standing group to discuss these issues is a good
idea, but noted concerns about demands this would place on DNR's staff time and
funding.

John Holmes, Alliance of Indiana Rural Water facilities, Clark Kahlo, Protect Our
Rivers Now, Glenn Pratt, Sierra Club, and Randy Lewis, Cinergy/PSI, all expressed
concern about the importance of flow issues and supported the development of a plan to
address these issues and to establish priorities.

The chairman pointed out that a number of issues had been raised and urged Committee
members to continue discussions with interested parties and to have draft proposals
prepared for the Committee's next meeting. He announced that the next meeting would be
at 10:00 a.m. on October 25. The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.


